~

»

Be /’\
N

~  DOCUNENT RESUNE ,

* % % % * *

ED 118 669 D 015 694
R . ' % : :
AUTHOR Fagan, Ora Simcha- ) )
TITLE. Violent and Antisocial Behavior: A Longitudinal Study
of Urban Youth. . L -
INSTITUTION Office of Child Development (DHEW), Washington,
. D.C. ot ’ ;_
PUB DATE {75)
. EDRS PRICE / MF-$0.83 HC-$3.50 Plus Postage (
DESCRIPTORS / *Anti/Social Behavior; Behavior Patterns; Children;
/ . Community Agencies (Public); Family Characteristics;
/'.Field Interviews; *Longitudinal Studies; Mothers; ,
N *Pre&ictive Measurement; Records (Forms); Social
e S ; Characteristics; Surveys; *Urban Youth; Violence
IDENTIFIERS | *New York (New York) ) : -
ABSTRACT

THis study identifies the social, familial, and
childhood characteristics which predict and explain the development
of antisocial behavior. It also examines the extent to which violent~
antisocial behavior presents a distinct entity with its unique

etiological processes. Several major studies which purportedly ,
attempted to identify the causes and explain the development of
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... A IONGITUDINAL STUDY OF URBAN YOUTH

The purpose of this study’is to identify the social, familial and -

" childhood characteristics which préd.ict and expldin the development of -

It also examines the ‘e;ctent ‘to which violent-

tisocial behavior,
. . v
, /:.:’cisocial behavior presents & distinct entity with its unique etio-

o - ' .
logical processes, ",'f‘l:.;

]

: . [ \
While there have been several major ,studies which have- attempted .

tb 1dent1i‘y the causes a.nd explam the .development of a.n’c:nsoc:.al

A béhavlor a.nd/or 1ts expression in criminal behav:tor, these have been

7
bound -~ for v*a.r:xed reasons -- by /methodolog:.cal limitations which

) Lo
have precluded "explanation" in its forecasting, causal sense. A
multitude of studies, ‘the most Jnowr of which is the Gluecks' (1950)
have(ompa.red known deli}lq_uen’qs with their matched controls in terms
’ : )

of their social-physical-emotional development, The matching was done

after delinquency had erupted and the soc:.al-emot:.onal h:.s‘cories
cqllected retrospec:clvely. Such: »s‘cudles are faced W:Lth objective ’
mé‘:thodollo‘gical difﬂcultiesn in determ;.ning which variables are efte-
cedents of antisocial behav;?.or,"which dre correlates that glong with
a.nt:.soc:.al behawor are accounted for by a third vamable , and which,
in fa.ct , &re. 1-.hgjs outcome of the child's devu.a.nt behav:lor. An :unprove-
men'f: over the retrospective a.nd/or cross-sectional designs was achieved

| by Robins (19667 in that children from a Child Guidence Clinic, seen "

orig;i.nally for & variety of reasons, ,were ma,?‘xed with their controls

-2
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N .\
A on the basis of early school records, Subjects, and. controls were

. .

T " thus der:.ved f:com the same populatlon frame. Moreover, \b'oth grdups~

" o . Were :mtemeWed thirty year later and their "life long" ﬂc:umuJ_e.t::.ve

records were assessed. Rgbins' work presents a major effort to tap

. .childhood behavior whic px'*ogbﬁosticates later antisocial behavior.

There are, ‘ho,wever,k 8
the Iﬁossibility of i lentifying the causes leading t6 antisocial
. SR behe.v:Lo:c. The inf "i'ﬁw.tﬁ.on given by the motherg ebout their &m and

o

their childrens® behav:n.or postdated the ch:.ld.rens' identification as

sral barriers in the design_ynich preclude

:!;;

"problemg" by a treatment agency a.nd/or the courts. Most importently,
' information aboub p.a.renta.l behavior was available Bnly foz: the clinic

group, emd tha;t information was ebstracted f;om the child.rens' clinic
O records'. It follows that the study could not :L.nclude in its goals t
the :Lden’c:.f:.cat:.on of pa.ren‘cal/ fam:Ll:La.l var:.ables or of early pre-
treatment predictors of a.nt:.sccn.a.l behav::.or. A study vhich stands out
in that 1t fo:L'Lowed both des;gnatéd "del:i.nquen‘cs" end non-dfeb.nquents
is the foJ.low-up study of the Cambr:.dge-Somerville Yorubh Pro;ject '

(McCord snd McCord, 1959, 1960). -However, no systematic sampling

procedures were ém]_':oloyed gnd one is hard pressed in assessing the
effect of seif—seléction. Furthermore, this s{;udy focuses on the
effect of- p#ent—ch:,ﬁﬂ rela.‘cionsh:.ps and does not include :mi‘ormat:.on
on eq.ﬁl‘y chﬂ.ld behavior in explaining later criminal behavior.

s, B "’l"%% Th(g‘.i)resent study ovei'comes the sbove noted methodological

B difficulties in several :unporta.nt ways. It is based on b randam
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sa.mple v.drﬁawn from the conimunity and. epresehtihg a 'cros's-section of
the population, .. :Lnfomation was sy temat:.cal]y collectod in a survey
interv:i.ew' from all mothers. As in 'ca.ted by a later sea.rch of records,
with the exception of a small minority (2% of the cases), -this inter-
' view preceded the child's lebelinf as & "delinguent” .. .This information
includes both-pa.rental and Chlld ehavior., A follow-up interview
provides e. source of informatio -on cha.nges whioh took ple.ce and
hence an opportunity to differeptiate the outcome and correlates of

Y

antisoc@ behavior from its exjtecedents. I‘inelly, antisocial and ;

Py

o

violent behavior weremeasured both on the baslig of cmxmlative a.gency .
records and as reported by the mother.ab the timd of the scc‘ond
interview. It is therefore hoped that this and following a.nalyses

7\ will indeed provide generali zable infornnation on the major factors’7
and processes which explain the development of: a.ntizocial and v‘iolent
behavior. | T ’

R : Method ‘ o

The oré\gina.l sample comprised a pro’qabilit'y sample of 1031& children
aged 6 to 18 selected from & cross-section of Manhattan households
between 125th and Houston Streets. At Time I, frem "each heelth aresa,
designated by the city, & cluster of eight dwell.mg um.ts was rendomly
selected, and every thirtieth cluster therea:f‘ter in the health aree
was selected A1l eljgible families (i.e. those with 8 child 6 to 18
yea.rs of age) in a clyster were then emmera.ted’ and & selection

-

pattern wes assigned to a cluster that gave children across cl_usters

'
s oL

s 3
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an eq_uai probebility of selec’,cién.' This stratified. systematic cluster =~ . -
sempling plan resulted in o semple thataas 56 White, 14 black, o
29% Spanish-speaking, and 1% other. .Each age grc'bu;p except the oldest

compr:.Sed neaxly one-thirteen‘ch of the sample, arﬁd males and fano.les

- Were fa.n.r]y evenly d:Lstr:.bu‘ced across the age groups.' A’h T:Lme II,

. .
[N

on the average f:.ve years later, the sample was followed up. The .

' LR 1

follow~-up was conducted in suth & menner as to re}an.n the ethnic

"prcportlons of the Yea.r I seample. This rule set %. 1ower boundexy

since some of the Spam.sh-spealdng femilies had d out of the City  ".
[ A A
and could not be {ocated. A total of 732 fami o8 or T1% of the -

original sa.mple cons‘c:.tu‘ced the follow-up semple. % The  follow-up

H »

sample daid not significantly differ i‘rom the orig:x“nal sample in terms
of age, sex, demographic characteristics or scoresl on the parental
and;a.rital dimensions. It therefore represents 9‘1 random ;subsa.mple

of the original cross-sec’éional, probabiiity samfliti. The mo;s’é releva.nt‘
demogrephic characteristics of tﬁis sample are pre;en’céd in Aﬁpendix B
in terms of ‘che:l.r Joint bivariate distribution. TTpe foil_lowing analysis

. . examines violgn‘c and antisocial behavior in this seanlc.

.
. 1 p

Sources of Data on Antisocial Behavior ‘ ’ ' .

: " The mothers at both "the First and the second imterviews weye
q_uestioned in much detail about their childrens' behav:i.or. As wi;ll
be seen later, {i:hildrens' violent and delinq_uent behavior as

. reported at the time of the second interview was used in constructing

the relevant.behavioral inventories. ~However, ihamhucl& as we were °

b

-
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interested in tapping thé full gpectrum and severity of . antisocial

behavior and- in order to exemine the ex;élanatorj power of our predictor
v'a.'riables against an exteinal criterioh varisble, we have also embarked,

on an extensive search ‘of school and of official]y recorded antisocial

" behavior of the children in the sample - . ”

The child's overt aggressive behavior at school” as well as his

¢

lack of self-control and problems in accepting authority were abstracted

from contn_nuous school records. While not processed mecha.n_ical]y at .
this time, this :ln;f‘omation will be included in future analysés of  *

_ antisocial behavior. - - ' A ,«:;-"

o

d‘n eddition, information on officially recorded dellnguent/crim- iy

ir
55

inal benawor wa.s coZL'Lected th:cough a. search of the files of Special

Servites for Children, Femily Court and the Pol:nce Depa.rtment. The

.

searched cover & period of over jwenty yeers and hence provide

lete cumlative "record" of lay v‘iolations as well es e'arl,v /

te a.rising fras the need for protective' serx’rlces. In classify- -~ -

ormBLtion from these agencies a clear distinction wa.s made

en applications for social-psychological servj.ces ('unrelated?to

law 'v:!.olatiﬁs), children! 5 records abtributed to parentafl neglect

and/or sbuse, end records associated with the child's Law-violating .

behav:lor. The class:i:t‘ication of law-violating behavior does not derive

from the 1e_ga1 charge (although such cﬁarges were &lso coded), rather,

the behevior exhibited is classified in terms of its substantive . : r,
i . ,

canponents , namely, degree-and type of Violence used, threat of 7

~ vilolence ,*,l harm inflicted, weapon used, type and degree of eggression
! . ’

!
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against property, nature and value of theft, juvenile-status viola~
t:|.ons violkaetions of city law, sexual 'VlOl&'th{lS, alcohol abuse,

s gambling, type of drug ebused. The onset and freq_uency of delinquent .
activity as well as their sequence are also taken into account. ,\ L

Definition and Measurement of Antisociel Behavior. -

]

Interpreting diagnostic language into.functional texrms Robi;zs/ .

describes "Anti'socia.l .Personality" as "a patternh of recurrent and
persistent'conijlict ‘v}ith socially pz"escribed patterns of behe.:r.i.or in | ‘ “"
8 wide variety of areas -- trouble with the law,with i‘r/iendsﬁan‘d |
relatives, ‘on the job, extesiive drinking and drug telking,* Disgnostic-
ally, ‘éhe tem\?bgr istent" serves to :imply that the person repeats

such behavior, gaining no self correction from previous sanctions.

It also, however, leaves room for the supposition that only such '

people who are "persistent" in their a.ntisocie.l behe.vior and who also

present a cluster of persona]_n.ty cha.re,cteristi;s (aQong them, Suepi~- .

ciousness, hostility, irresponsibility, parsnoid thinking; irritebility, = /
tension) shoruld. be properly rega.rded as "a.ntisocie.l persona.l:.ty

For the purposes of the present inveetigation entisocial behavior
is defined as recurrent violation of socially prescribed patterns of

- behavioRy No equivalence with a psychiatric die.gnostic entity is ' :

y
% L.N. Robins, "Social Gorrelates of Antisocial Personality”, (p. l)
. ° " . ) . .
Paper predented at-the Annual Meeting of the Americean Sociological
Association, New Orleans, August,-1972, mimeo.
’ \
%
. - _ '

¥ . °
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assumed at this stage of our investiga.tion. Instead, both antisocial

.

. . ’ ) ' -
\a.nd violent behavior ere defined by reference to a delimited set of

behaviors and conceptialized on & contimmm of severity. Since the

" subjects studied (longitudinally) presently range from adble_:scence to

young adulthood, antisocial behaﬁor was operationalized by reference
to the following behaviors: defisnce of paxéﬁtal and Other authority,
stealing; truancy, expulsion from high school, premarital pregna.ncy,
run-awey, excess:we drinking of alcohol abuse of marijuana and of
other drugs, unabated-pathologlcal 1y:i_ng. V:Lolent behavior*is defined

as overt aggression ‘iwhich' results in the destruction of‘property or in

injury to persons. ‘The questionnaire items included in the inventories

of a.nt:i.sdcial a.nd of violent behavior are presented below, The items
in each of the inventories have been standa.rd_'l.zed. The reli'a.bll:.ty of
these measures has been /assessed [ l'm; Ii""I (1- __:l,... ) where k =
number of 1’cmns in the scale, o= total scale ] and :1.g satisfactory:
violence scale I, = .8k, antisocial behevior scale rk.k: = ,79. WVhile

at a lbter stage, several steps might be used to further’ increase the

ré:liabﬂslity, for the purpééés of the foi'egoing a.nalys;'ts reliebility is
satiofddtory and measuxeﬁient eryor does not present an obstacle for

\

interpretdtion,

£

R ’ ' ’ ) .
¥ Jun C. Numally, Psyc}&metric Theory (McGrew-Hill, New York, 1967).

p.* 226-227, . - R

- ’ . . -~

S
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Inventory of Antisocial Behavior

e

—

1. Refuses when dii‘ected by father. (Always a.nd/b’r often; obeys
résentﬁﬂqy; ot?eys neutrally,;; obeys willingly.) .

2, Refuses vhen directed by'mother. (Alweys end/or often; obeys
resentfully; obeys neu’cral.’ly;_ obeys wilﬁngly.)

3. During last 5 years taken sums of moné;y that did not belong
to him (her). (Dichotamized) . - |

4. During last'5 years teken thihgs that did not belonk to him
other then money. (Dichotomized) )
5. Teacher camplains about child's absences. (Dic‘ﬁg:omized)‘_“_ A'
6. Has beeﬁ expelled from school. (Dichotomy) | '
7. Quit school. (Dichotomy) | ]
8.

L3

Days missed fram school last year. (Over 30, between 10 - 30,

- Y

under 10).

N

9. Premarital pregnency. (Bdys responsible for prema.rit\al

pregnency) . o | \ )

10. 1Ides so much that cannot believe any-bhing 'he\says. (Dichotomized) |
11. : Pleys hoo]gy:. (often; sometimes; never) ' o '
12, Ren swgy. (Dichotomized). . '
213 Drinks alccholit bevera.g'és too much. - (Dichotomized)’ -
1k, 'Smékes Marijuena. (Currently; in pasts never) |
15. Takes drugs other than Marijusne. (Currently, in past, never)

R

A Y




Invéptory of Violent Behavidr | L .

* 1. .When loses temper usua.lly throvs, breaks, k:lcks ) 1éms or .

T . 2, When 'osess temper strikes or hite ofher people. (DiCh°t°“V)

~

ing 1ast 5 years hit mother, father, tea.cher, fr:nend, v .
'y other (non—sibl:mg) (Cumula.t:.ve score) ya N
." Person hit was mu't bad.ly enough to need ‘bandeges. (Dichotomy‘a’;g
. Tease, picks on or bully other children, . (chhotomgm : -

Starts fights with otheré. (chnotomized)

. Fights physicelly with father. (Dichotanizea.')

ay

L
5
6
7. I:‘ighté physically with mother. - (pichobamized)
8
9

. Fights physica.l_‘ly with others - not siblings. (Dxcnotomzed)
10, Aggresisive behavior dencribed‘as a ma.,jor problem (vy mother)
| duritig last Pive years. (Dichotomy) - ) .‘3
| 11. . Cruel to other.cﬁilclren. (D:;,cnotomy‘)
12, Set fires in last 5-years. (Dichotomy) ¢
13 ‘Broken wi}idows, or destrgyed property durin'g last 5 years.
O:E‘f.i.cia.l]y recofq.ed information (i.e. Police depa.rﬁnent, Femily -

Cw.r‘b, shecial Services for Children) ‘has been coded 1?1. deteil. After \ :

excluding all events which do not represent :juvenile-status and/or -
 adult lew violations & dichotemous varisble < Nelinquent-Criminel

record versus nc; Delinguent-Criminal record ~- was esteblished.

-




: DISCUSS ION OF RESUTIS -
e ' ' ' . ' L m
. ANTTSOCTAL BEHAVIOR AND THE socm MATRIX o T

Lead:.ng soc1olog1ca.l ’cheor:Les of dev:n.a.nt-a.ntlsoc:.a.l beha.v10r

~r—va.ry consa.derabl;y dn- thelr conceptual- expla.na,tory frameworks., Stra:Ln‘

(or "a.nom:Le") ‘gleorles e}@la:m dew.a.nt beha.v10r as. resﬂVmg from -
'd:.screpanc:.es between cultura.l_'ly :Lnduced goals a.nd the soc:.a.lly -
A._structu_red mea.ns of a.ch:n.ev:lng th .l' A.X. Cohen, in hZLS soc:.a.l;— .

, j‘“e |

e
; pﬁychologlcal theory, v:L.ews the ! llnquent solut:Lon as a "Reaction

!
-

. forma,tlon,.. . 'an 1rra.t:|.ona.l‘ ees “ ‘unaccountable -hostlhty to the oy

' enemy wrchln.. . as well as w1tho*r1t the norms of the respectable

Ada
. mlddle cla.ss... : Subculture oF cultu_ra.l dev:Lahce" ”cheor:.es propose

3

' tha’c dellnque;’c ant1soc1al beha or represen’cs conformlty w1th a set

of roles and’ standards post:we valued Wl'thln certa:Ln segmen’cs of
2 ) '

_}g@ sdc1ety. "While 'thﬁ{ dynam:.ds employed lfl explalm_rg deZL'anuent- )

et

At

a.n’q:.socma.l beha.v:Lor dlffer among the a.bove theories, they a.ll identify

«

© and, _1ndeed,- focus upon expla.:m;ng the cdncentra.tlon o—f»del:mquent

[ . . . . ’ s

. behavior in the lower soéial. strata. W

2 : . . o . ety g - v
1. R.x. Merton, Social Theory and Social Structidfie. (ew York: The

- Fre’e Press, 1957), DP. 131-160, R.A. Clowa.rd,and L.E. Oh]_'l.n, Del:Ln—

.quency and’ Opportunlty (New York' * The Free Press, 1960).,

‘ __la A. K. Cohen, Del:mquent Boys' The Culture of t%ang (Glencoe R

lll Eree Press, 1955) p/ 133.

2., "see A.K. Cohen, ed., The Sutherla.nd Pa.pers (Bloom:.ngton- Indiana .

A ':Un:Lv. Press, 1956) Wa.lter B. M:LZL'Lei‘f, “Io‘Wer Class- Cultu.re as a

: Generatgng M:L]J.eu of Gang DeJ_'an_uenCy, " Jou:mal of Soc:.a.l Issues, .

©XXIV (1958), 5-19.

B B © “'“""“
L . L ) . .
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G:Lty', : h:Lle the two uppe;r claSSes accounted for less.than th:c'ee 2

qua.rters of J. percent C.R. Sﬁav; a.nd H..McKay a.nalyzed,
C%ucago and 21 other la.rge clt:.es in

| / 1920'8 and 1930'8. The:.r data. 1nd:1.ca‘be the preponderance o:f.‘ ,del:.n-»

4J
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hemes, la.rge- numbe:g of ch:.ldren, absen’c fa;bhers 5 etc ) eharacter:.st:x.c

’ of ’Ghe lo'wer class.? m ._ i y' . e
As research on dellnquency" expanded‘, hewever, d:LSsa.t:L aci;lon W:.‘bh
e bff:.ciai recérds a{s 'l;he ba‘glc da:tum grew stronger, - .Wh:.le l‘b is: clea.r
R R ‘, o S e e e RIS 3
| RO Q,tha‘c off:.c:tal daita, pa.rt:.cularly tha:b wh:.ch ;gertaans to knGWn offenders, .’ 3

do no”s @bover thsa phenomenon under study > there a.re no Ways 'to es'blma.te

- the ex’cent to Whlch it does or- does\ not underesjs:x_mé.te 1’6 or ‘the

4 -, - o ’
R

d:Lrect:.on in wh:Lch it b:.ases :Lts representat:.on. Morepver, Va-I':LO'uS

L) SR

resea.rchers have obserVed 'bha.t the 'brea.tmen’c of del:mquent-a.nt:.soc:.al

- .
L4 . - “ . e

behav:Lor as & d:.chotomous a.ttr ibute [1 FCIPe deln.ng_uent vs‘.« nondellnquentf,“:" "

Cor :Lnst:.tut:.onallzed vs. non:.nst:.tut:.onaldzed] presen‘ts aa’l *6ver—-

smpl:.flcatlon l‘Sa.mi bears 'ﬁ.lttle validlty. Such 'beha‘V‘lOI‘, :L-b is’

: L sug*gested, veries in degree a.nd should ‘be conceptua.l:.zed a.long one or 4
more- contmua.6 I‘ollom.ng ’ch:Ls approach- séveral researchers ‘hpve

const cted mstruments wh:Lch are not dependen‘b on the leg -_:ode a.nd
' .wh:nch were used 1n di'rec’c mtervaewnsng ,or as & pa‘.r'b'vof ~a.n_..a.nonym9us_

]

o : ) -, o : - e .. . -

Co

5. W. McCord and 5. MeCord, or'igihs of Crime (New Yark Co’iﬁinbiai

| Un:.v. Press, 1959), W:Lll:l.am C. Kva.raeeus and W.'Mlller Dellnguent T " : ’:
-4. Behavior (Wash:mgbon, D. C. 5 Na.ﬁ:.onal Educa.'bn.ona.l AssoCma:b:.on, 1959) .

Vol. 1 pp- 55-75- e 7 .
6 A good example of th:.s 'approach is presented in J. Shor‘o "fhe .

: Socn.ocul'bural Context of. Dellnquenéy," Cr:.me and DellnquenCY: - B AT
" %5 (1960) e

T g ) . -, ) ) . . . R E St
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~ Press, 1969), F.I. lye,

r
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- - . - .
- ’ : .

act:Lv:Lty does not consistently foZL'LOW the expected 1nverse function.

i ‘

[ . . ° . .
v . . : .

q.uestion:na.ir‘e.7 For the most paxrt they demonstrate_.that‘ the relnation .

. L - N
-« -

between socioeconomic status and delinguent behavior » as measured by

b

these instruments, is very small or nbnexi'stent 8 Moreover, the

. Tty
L%

small rela.t:Lon 1dent:|.f:|.ed between class membersh:.p a.nd dela.nquent
}’ ’

9

VL » ¥
- .

PR

?

7. The most vmdely used sca e was constructed by F. L. Nye and

J. F. Short Jr., "Scal:mg Delinquent Behaﬁbr," American Soc:.olog:n.cal

1

Rev:Lew, XXII (1957), 328 'E\her scale Wthh has, been glven con- .

- -

. siderable attent:Lon was presented :Ln R. A Dentler a.nd L.J. Monroe )

“Mgocial Correla,tes of Edrly Adolescent Theft " Americen Soc:.olog:Lca.l

Review, XXVI (1961), 733-743.
8.

s . . -

T. H:Lrsch:. Causes of Del:mquency (Berkeley, Univ. of Cala_forn,la

J3.F. Short. and V. J . ‘Olson -v"Soe:.oeconomlc

.Status a.nd Del:mquent Behavior " Ama':.can Journal of S Soc:.ology,

IDLIII (1958); 388; M. L. Erickson end L. T Empey, "Court Records,

Undetected Delinquency and Dech:_.on-Mah:.ng," Journal of Crnm:Lna.l Taw’, .

drizninolqu' and Police'Science, Sh (1963), p. L56..

For an exa.mple of a study which reports a pos:.t:n.ve relation’ (i.e.
s N S
greater delinquency in the upper classes) see H., L. Voss, “MSocion N

9

econom.c‘ Status and Reported Delinguent Behavior," So‘c:.al,Problems,

13 (1966), TP. 314-324, An inverse relation-has been re;')orted gmong,

others by A. J. Reiss, Jr. and A.L. Rhodes , "The dlstr:u.bution of

Juven:n.le Delinquency in the Soc:.al Class Structure;" American SOClO-

£

log;Lca,l Rev:Lew, 26 (1961) » PD. 721-732 o

i
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~

oo S




" The fact\ tha.t f:Lnd:Lngs from self—report studn.es of. del:fnquen’o S
behav:Lor do no’o ver:n.:ﬁ'y the class dlfferentlal so capa.tallzed upon by | e

"cla.ss:Lce.l" theo)c:xes of de:l.mquency ralses scme mportant 1ssues. Xet ;

'bhere are certaln methodologlcal problems Whleh need to ‘be overcome v

4': CORCEE a.nd Whlch indeed .;Lee.Ve even some of those researchers who u,‘c:n.l::.ze

-.~ . -

s self-reported :Lnforme.tn.on somewhat 'unee.sy e.bout the conclus:.veness

\\\ N

a.nd the comparablln.ty bf the:Lr flndlngs. Mos*b :meortantly, self-A e ,
' ”:c'eport stud,ies he:ve been 'Qyplcaally bafed ‘on ZLI’l-SChOOl samples ande'", B

‘ .'he.ve been carried out 111\\33&&11 toWns or c:x:l::.ess The;r may - there— o

: AW 10
fore have minnmlzed both c:]:a.ss and delmq_uency dlfferentlals 'a.nd o
' poss:.bly missed altogether \’the groups to which ’cheor:.sts a.llude a.nd e R
: R

Wh:Lch are a.lso of par'blcula.r concern to the planners of’ serv:l.ces. '

w -

'Self-report mstruments are: a;l.so, expectedly, hea.v:r.ly ccmposecl of

y -

Al’temS Whlch reflect relat:.vely mmpr and/or auvenlle status ty:pe law

-

. v:xolatlons and do not run the gamdt of sevére cr:.mes e.ga.lnst person or C H

property. In so doing, they g::.ve "rele.t.lvely grea;ter wen.ght;_~ to minor

o . X Lot . - B )

ECR 'infractlons.

G:wen the confl:n.ct:.ng fa.nd:v.ngs orr the rela‘olonship of soclc-
demogra.phie qta.riables to del:l.nquent-an'bn.social behavio:b and the cen- . .

S x‘ora:l:rty which these va.rmables occupy in delinque;zcy -bheorles s it is w T

:important to further probe thzs :LSSU.e. In vnew of ﬁhe restric'bed

, L semples used in prev:l.ous "self-report" studies it is pa.r‘olcularly - i
| : . ? .\ " )
‘ ! . ¢ ‘ 4“4 . / | '. v. K .
10. T. Hirschis Op.cit.,p. 8L .

. .

o . . P . R N ’
' : - . -
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N\‘ i N L. »
interesting to examine both o:f‘ficié.l ahd_ survey date in'a random

- cYross~ sectlona.l samp g of .urban. youth. )

The social~demo e.ph:l.c va.rn.ables :mcluded in the follow1ng

a.nalysis are: . :mccme level rent number of a.dd.resses (or moves) . -

. ’

w::.th:m the Citys; mother s educa’clon, number of chlldren in the fa.m:Lly, -

- and ethn:Lc-ra,c:Le.l group. The relationshlp of these mdegendent vari-
' 5.
, e.bles to the acquisition.of a delinquent a.nd/or adult criminal record

Q‘
was examined 1) for the study children (1 e, the index child in each

i‘am:Lly N=732}; 2) for edl of the ch::.ld.ren in ea.ch family. To the ex’cen’c

’

' 'bhe.t such fam.n.l::.al demogre.ph:Lc vexriables are s:Lgn:L;f‘ﬂ.can‘cly assoclated .

w1th crnmlnal record the results per’ca:m:mg to the sample of study o

o chlldren and. those whn.ch e.lso take their sfbl:mgs into e.ccount should

‘ be °completely congruen’c :Lndeed, the latter should ;:f‘ur’cher ,a.ccentue.te

the rele.t:n,onshlp . , ) .

. -

| It shoruld be noted thit while some of these, va.rle.bles are 1nherent1y
' onchangeable s others s such as incaqme level or. ,mnnber of addresses, may
cha.nge differentially over tme. - In congruence w:l.th ‘the attempt to
examine the s’crerxgth of these va.ria:bles as pred.ictors , Time I measures )
(dteri'ved in the first interview).of these’demogra.phn.c .va.rla.‘oles were '

related to the ,acq_ui_si’cion of an official record in the following

10 yea.r per:i.i » . .
" Iater, the yelationship between these demog“raphic va.ria.bles a.nd o _

the child's gntisocial, v:Lolent ‘peha‘v:lor as reported'])y the mothex

“will be exemined. o :
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' 4(A ) Offlclallyﬁ rded. Delihqueficy and. Socio-demographic Backgroﬂnd"

Tables Al through A 5 d::.splay a strong and cons:.stent relat:.on-

~ ship _b’étween_ each of ‘the soc:.odemogra_.ph:gc va.r:_:.ables and ' the acqua.sn.-

tion of an "official délinquent/gr:‘im.naif record.

Table A 1 -,

Percenta.ge of St.udy Chn.ld.ren w::.th -~

Dellnquent/Cr:mnnal Records ab Fam:Lly }ncane y:vels

© L

N .

No Delznquent/ Delinquent_/

. ~ Criminal Criminal _

Income¥* -Record ~ Record N

.+ Poverty . 70;:7 29.3 123
" (Under 4000) | o T T

Iwer Income. - 83.7 16.3 - - 276
(uooo-7aoo) R - .

M:L,dd.le Tncome - 87.8 12,2 - 90 |
(7800 - 10 »500) : \ . .- o
Upper M:dele Tneame gh.9 : . 5.l - 78 )
(10,500 - 15,500) S . L
© High Income \ 99,k ) 0.6 . 165
(Over 15,500) ‘ . Coe : !

X = 57.19 ae. =4 p<.ooor . -

% Panily Income in 1965-67

The'.same' relationsh:lp is observed when incmne ‘gnd delinguent-record

are exam:.ned within each sex group separately. TFurthermore ,'the

' relationship of family :l.ncome end. dehnquent-crmna.lf record. holds
equa.lly well when all of the children in these :f'emilies are taken

into account. ¥ @ ’ ‘

¥% An examinetion.of J\ceni; levels reveals en identicel pattern.
] - . 1 9 ‘ ' ’ "

R s I T T T At
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- 'y
1 '\',»}/
* 1
. | St ' T#bleAa ,
" S \ : Percenta.ge of S’cudy Children w:.th
. eling_uent/Crm:mal Reﬁ:ords by funber of Add.resses
R . : \ C . S
‘ Number of No Delinquent/ ;Dela.nque iminal N
o Addresses Criminel Record Rec e ‘N
A 1 . 8%.0 . 1.0 ¢ 245
: .2 9.7  -° 9.3 . 257
3 8k 136 17
. bt | 68.7_“ | . 3L.3 U 83
X = 28.0 d.f, =3 p< .000L.

When all children in the femily ere consjdered, the. X* is
similexrdy significent at the .0001 level. f_sbth distributions seem to .- "
®+ . . _'indicate & sharp increase in official delinquenty in the multiple

P sddress -bategory (forur" or more)'as campared to the ¥est. However,

- _ when boys and girls are exam:med sepa.rately, this pattern holds only
o for the boys, whllgathe girls exhlbit a progress:we incremental .

'ingx:éase closely corresponding to the residential moves.

Whifle the sbove sociodemographic varieblés presept relatively
direcf measures of sogialeconoﬁic position, mother?'s 1evéfl: of educati"onb
cva.n be v:l.&zﬁqd as an inéicator of class membership in its cultural .oy

meening. As indicated in the follow;.ng table, mother s educational T
U background is closely associated w:i.th Zl.ater acquis:ttlon of delinguent

records by children.
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~ Table A 3 -
-~ Percentage of Study Children with :
R . - Pt
- Delinqyent/Criminal Record by \‘
' |
Mother'k Educational Background \l o
Mother!'s * . No| Delinqguent/ . Delinquent/ :
Education Cyiminal Record -Crimingal Recor N
a Low : . 7.1 - - 22,9 | 179
* (Up to 8 years) . . t -
Medivm ' 1 85.8 2 339
(High School | L ' T
endfor =~ L ‘
Trade School) > SR k
T . ; : SR :
., High o ‘ 96.3. : 3.7 97
(College) = : ' ‘ : :

x2 =316 . d.f.=2  p<.0001 T

ié%ila.rly, 'mother's‘.eduéation and child;‘en's of'ficialjrecoras_. are -
_highly intex.'re\lated.y;hen 811 of the family's ¢hildren are taken into
account., ; ‘ o ’ .

Number of children in the family, or family size,.is & measure

which reflects the as\so/cﬁion between class membership aad, certain Quajil,ia

-
.

tatdve structurel cheracteristics of the family. Table A 4 indicates

the existence of a relationship between the number of children in a !

13

family and the acquzlsition of an "official" record by study children.

4




v ' L o
‘ , - Tablle A L

K ' ' P’ert;enté.ge .of Study Children with

De]jnquerl_t/CrimEi.nal Record by Femily Size

‘Numbef of  No Delinquent/ Delinq:uent'/
‘ Children - Criminal Criminal
4 < in Fam:Lly - Record Record N
1 85T 4.3 133

2 . " 9.3 8.7 26y

3/ 88.0 12.0 ol

o 5 or more | 72.0 L 2%.0 93

3

x2 = 22,68  d.f. =3 p< .0001

. ' The ebove table presents & certain reversal, that is,’a higher
- proportion of official delinquency for only ehild.ren as compared with

children from families of two or three children. In this instance, , °

P

it is particularly instructive to examine the "data on boys é.n_d girls

separdtely, as well as dete concerning 53_1 the child,.ren in the fa.mily. - / l

Exam:mation of the pertinent da‘ta. within sex groups indicates that
girls who a.re only children have & particula.rly high proportion of
offic:m.l del:n.nquency riva.led only by that of g:Lvls from la.rge families
» (five or mo e). o are only children have & rate coanpa.rable to
' that of boys from fam:.lies with two, three or four- children. Boys |
from large families (five or more) present the highest propoxtion =~ |
-two and one-half times thelr expected share of official d.elmq_uents. | ‘\ |

» ‘:.nge fe.ct that single children, seem to ste.nd out in a fashion somewhat




unrelated to family size calls for further probing. ' While some studies

'. . /.{ .
: : ] stud:Les have 1dent1f1ed a pos:.t:.ve relat:.onsh:.p between number of
children and delinquency and hp.ve attrlbuted it to varn.abllity n.n

"superv:Ls:Lon. Somewhat a.nt:.c:.pa.tn.ng further analysis, it should be .

. stated that in this sample only White child:ven exhib:.t the expected

R A——— -

- /

o Members of minority groups, pa.rt:.cularly those typically cha.ra.cterlzed
N / by & large number of children (e.g.,,Spa.nlsh) heve & high of_fend.er
_.-"" rate for only children, It is therefore suggested that the'.:r_ela.tion-

ship between mumber of ¢hildren in the femily and the acquisition of

- a deln.nquent record be 1nterpreted as due to. the assocla.ta.on o:E' ‘the

or "unsettleness" of the femily reflected lin si"ngle-jch:l.ld households in

e,

certa:.n subcultures. _ L4 ' "..r ;

S Ea.rl:l.er studles, most notably, Wolfga.ng et al.(1972) nave

- reported arﬁgher rate of known offenders among non-Whn.tes as compared
to Wnites. These rates have been ge’nera]-ly reported for boys or males
a.nd. for populations where prnma.rily Q'.he non~White/White differentia.t:i.on
is applicable. The following Table A 5 cleerly indicates the large

differences in the proportion of known offenders smong the relevent

: ethnic-ra.cial groups.

1]

l:mea.f relationsh::.p between nmnber of children a.nd del:.nquent record. o

L former with class-membership as well ds to a. q_uality of d.i.sorga.nizatlon ‘

have isolated only children as “'beh.av:lor' probléms", in genera—l,' previoué -

. g
& U . - R e O SRt B g f2 € R pen ke I pedal nAw S eu:-:;n:.—s:&zr.f:t: R AR T
. " é
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Table A 5

22 . .

L 4

“ Percentage of Study Children with -
‘Delinguent/Criminal Records by Ethnic. Groups

4+

Délinguent/Crim- |

No. Del:iiﬁquerit/ :
.  Criminel Record  inal Record | _w_
: Wite 93.6 6.4 o
B1ack 65.3 I 95
g .Spanish | 8i.7 : | 18,3 - \

x? = 60.6 d.f. =2 p< L0001 “ T

_ When the date arecexemined Withiﬁ sex éroups the abové,paf:tengi
o ' is roughly replicated for males (percent with dehnqﬁent-ériminal—-f"»
~ . . record: Wnite 11.1; Black 55.63 Spanish 25.5 --. total N=376). In
- the _ca.sé of females however the gap béﬁreeh the White group and ‘ch_;
other two :‘Esl 1a.réef (ﬁércen‘c with dé]inquent/crﬁnﬂnal éecoxjd:
L White\l.4; Black 16.0; Spanish 9.9 -- total =356). In/conaiderin?;” |
| | all ch:n.ld:cen in the family the’ proport:nons are basically mainta.ined

- (White 11.65 Black 55.6; and Spanish 32, 0 - total 1\T=732) S
o % . o
Wﬁén examined sepérately, each of 'l;hé above variabies' relates
J sign:l.ficmhly* to the acquisition of & criminal. record, As expecteéx
however, these socio&emographic cha.racteristics (see Appendix 4).
a.re ot distributed mdependent]y of‘ one a.nother « It is therefore

‘necessary to clarify which of the sbove variebles is indeed causally

related to the acciuia:l:b:l.on of & cyrime record end which dhly spuriously . '
; related due to intercorrelhtions emong the independent variebles.

Furthex':ﬁorc » intevactions among‘ these' variebles ma.yl be exggwléd, such

bR e g S
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‘6';".-‘ %

that thé introduction of & control will cha.nge the relé.tionship in
verious cells to varying degrees. -

4

‘of the above demographic variables, the.two which ,cafx'y most
weight in terms of earlier research and vhich are also most inter-

related among themselves (contingency coefficient .52) are Raciel-

Ethnic group 'a'fnq Income, It is important to kmow to what extent they '.
are redundént Vox""in which '.way they interact in e}'cplaining officia]_iy '
$recogn:1.zed delmq_uency/cr:lm:.nahty As jndicated in Table A6 within |
mcome levels the Spa.n:u.sh and Wh:l.te children have s:im::.la.r retes of
Jnown delinguency. The Blacks , however, maintein & considerably higher r'a.f:e, :

even within compareble incomé levels,

Keal
e

“» Table A 6

a

f Percenta.ge of Study Child.ren with Dellnquent/Cr:i:mlna.l Records
- for
Rac:.a.l-nthnic Groups With:.n Income levels

Low Middle Upper Middle High

*  Poverty Income Income Income - Income . N
Y, (2) (3) @ o (5)
White  20.0 “%g?], 10.2 he . 0.0 o
Bleck  39.5 35,1 231 200 50.0 95
Spenish  25.7 15.0 n.a 0.0 - 197
123 Ne276.  §=90 N_78 O oN=165
For. Incame level (1) =29 df.=2 "iN . - | -

For income level (2) 2214 ald =2 p< .003

.

Beceuse of low cell frequencies Off the Black end Spenish groups in the -
three uppermost categories of incdme, a significance test could not be
performed for.those income leveds. It is interesting to note that
while the trend is consistent the relatiohship between Sthnic gooup

membership and official delinguency-criminality is the weakest on the

lowest income lével, '

25
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& ' Study Child e R w7
Study end - " Boys Girls . :
Children - 8iblings” . ~ -(study children only) . ;
| - (N=732) (N =732 Pamilies) ~(N = 376) (N = 356) C
" ‘Wnite  p< L0001 . p< L0001 p<.000L  p< LOOOL
Black 'N.S. N.S. N.S. .S,
< .01 M. p< .0l

P,
P, | 1‘.\
IO 5

-

H

Inasmuch es ethnic group d.ifferences are not e.'l;lmiha.ted"bir'
controlling for incame 1evel it is necessa.ry to examine the extent
to which ethm.c-group membersh:.p » part:.cula.rly insofear as members oi‘

the Bleck group are concerned, "expla.nns eway" the-effect of other

- .

: demograpngg variebles, sWhen thg date are exam:med wn.thin racia.l-

ethnic groups, inccme level and the acqu:nsi'tion of a de].mquent/
.cr:nm:l_nal record are sigmfica.ntly associated in the Vhite group, 1es;s ’

so for bhe Spanish and not et all for t}_:e _Black group.l]j When the
Y A

. - b
-+
‘

1Y, The lack of .& significant relationship between imcome level and.". -

)

4

»

. the acqu:lsition of & record in certain groups wes further examined

'1501' internal replicat:.on. 'J.‘he re“ults were smmna.rized. in '.I,'a.ble AT

Table A7 o ' .

 Significence of Relationship between Income Level and -

Delinquent/Criminal Record within Ethnic-Raecial Groups

[y

Spanish p< .06

e




' L anber of, ; M: Mother’s
Income Res:n.dentlal Mo‘ves Educat on:
- 5) (12,73, ) - (123) |

”p< .-0.001= L T ms, T a<o0dr

‘ N8 S oms. Nr.s._
:‘S;panrl.sh | : p< 06 T P<, 002 T N.s; i :

Vf':v_th:_n the Black grorup none of the demograph:x.c va.rlables are. s:.gn:l.f-
1cantly related to the acqu:Ls:Lt:Lon of & cr:un:.nal record For the Wh:Ltes

the :ce:latlonsh:.p is pa.rtzcularly strong for :anome "and mother s educat:.on,

P Y

:Lt does not rea.ch s:n.gn:u.:t‘:l.cance for number of resldentla.l moves or number of

cn:.ldren(wh n mmber of c]jlldren born by Time. 2 is, used the rela.t:Lonsh:.p :Ls , )

s:Lgalf:Lcant) W:Lth:.n the Spa.msh group N bas:Lcallyia.ll the releva.nt measures
a:ce sn.gnlflca.ntly rela.ted to. the a.cqu:.sltlon of re(:ord the Spam.sh mothers o

ha:\re the lowest a.nd lea.st varled level o:f ed,ucatlon‘. b» 2 -

m sum, these data strong:ly support Wolfgang et a.l. (1972) in :Lsolat:mg

ac1al~ethnlc group melﬂbersh:.p as the strongest correlate«“oi' del:.nquent— 3

cr:mi:mal record.. o However s ,in as; much as we were not




We Wen'b on to :Lsola.te the:n.r efcf‘ecth I‘b Was ’shen dete-

Infoma:blon f:spm the T:Lme I g_nterv:LeW concerm.ng the' a‘bove soc1o-

demogra.ph:x.c measures was also exam:med for :_‘Bs relatlonsh }'_lto del:.n-

- quent behavior as reported by -the mother f:we yee.rs la:ter._ ol

'relatlonshlp between soc:%demograp‘hlc cha:nac};berlstlcs and survey-:ceported :

dallnquent beha:v:Lor is con;s:.d.erab:l;y Weaker a:dd more complex ﬁha.n thé.t

L descr:n.bed ahove-for OfflCla]_ly" k.nOWn crlmlnall’uy. Nevertheless 5

PR 13

: -unllke the fmdmgs presepted 'by some prev:!.ous stud:.es s a. dlscernlble U

pattern assoc:.a’c:.ng soc:.al character:.stlcs W:Lth del:.nq_uent behav:Lor is

;Ldent:.fled. / e :,  -‘ SR ‘_"__» .

It is unllkely' ﬁhat th:Ls dlscrepancy a.n f::.nd:mgs i

A

‘vvk'bhemse.',LVes. Overall, mothers can be expected to bek”y'

;




In the fo:l_‘l.ow:;,ng paragra _fs & he r’éla'tlonsh:l.p '“be’wreen each

o a‘bove noted demogra.ph:.c cha.:cactei

‘-’v'mvenﬁory of dellnquent beha.v:Lor £ is: :cev:Le:. d,

Table A 9

Dellnquent Beha.v:Lor by Fam:.ly Incorme

: Delinq,ueﬁ'b Beﬁ_’dﬁor

Nb Delinguent
. -Behavior

~ Low Moderate

d “bhe ratn.ngs on 'the v

R Percentage of Stud,y' Chlldren at leferent Ca{,egomes of - TR i . - R

Moderately * Most N
. High - Delinguent N

(under uooo)

3 .‘ Iowar Income
(uooo-7800)

M:dele Income .
(7800-10 > 500)

Upper M:dele .

(10,5oo~15,5oo)

SO H:Lgh Income
o (OV'el‘ 15 5,09,) '.

. N253N - 13}
16,p<ooh

x: 34& d.f.

: e”ca.tegoraes presen’ced cover the dlstrn.butlon a.s :ﬁ‘ollows-'
hose with no delirquent behavior; (2) those with &

(4)

T

8,0

¢

" 1'.‘9'."'2'

13.

' '7,2 -

(1) includes* a.ll

e ha.lf a s.d. below ’bhe

(3) up_to ha;l'ﬁ‘ a $.d. gbove the- meen; (4) more themﬂ hal:f

15*29

'bhe Mean;

'_r)' ,more ‘cha.n cne s.d. abave the mean.’

t up to ones d. abom
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The above Jo:Lnt b:.va.r:.ate distribution differs s:LgnJ.f:Lca.ntly from
chance but the relat:Lcnsh:Lp obsexrved, ‘1s relat:.vely complex. Overall

the dlS'bI‘lb'll’tlon is U shaped with the mddle mcome cha.ldren hav:.ng

. the lea.st dellnquency and the upper . .anome children presentlng more

¥

. delinguency tha.n those from lower income families. In -the “most . -+

' delinqnen " category, however > the lower- income children exceed those

R : DR )
v -

from mddle and. upper income families. - -

. . °

The relat:Lonsh:Lp between ra.c:.al-ethnlc group membersh:.p and. .

4

. dell.mquent behavior: presented in Table A’ lO is stronger a.nd more i

hY;

cons:Lstent 2 for the va.r:Lous levels of deimquency, than the set

4

descrlbed above. . It is worth notlng, hoWever, that the dlfferencg

'S

a.mong the groups is pa.rtlcularly dlscern:.ble for the extreme del:.n—

i quent categorles. A prcm:ment characteristic of the relat:Lonsh:Lp

.

presented below is the relatlvely low Aevel of del:,nquency reported

for the Spa.n:Lsh children., Ine.smuch as the Spanish chlldren have

a rate of "off:Lc:Lal" dellnquency considerebly h:Lgher than the

Te.ble it lO
Percentage of Study Ch:.ld:cen at Categor:Les of

Del:.nquent Behav:.or by Ra.c:La.l Ethn:Lc-Group

.

Del:.nquent Behe.vior

No Delinquent. .- "Moderately Most

b ~ Behavior Iow Moderate  High . = Delinguent _N_
) ) ) @3 M (5) ‘
Racial Ethnic. . ‘ . . . Yoo
_Group T N , .
White 27.5  35.0 20.2 . .10.7 6.6 4o
, Black - 221 28.4  20:0 |, 12.6 6.8 . 95
Spénish - 37.6 36,5 12.7 ~ 6.6 7 6.6 . 197

o

26,6  df.=8 p< 0009
30
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Wh:.tes, thls group presents the largest d:.screpancy between self-

>

_ reported and offlcla]ly recorded de];n.ng,uency.
Num‘ber of res:Ldent:.al moves appears "to be assoc:.ated w::.th d.'l:f-
ferences between- low and moderate levels of del:mquency. _ For the,

overall samle » however, the relat:.onsh:.p falls’ short of sn.g;n:.f:.cance -

on &n acceptable level (p= .0T).

As will be seen later; ) res:gdent:.al_

maves do significantly effect the level of delinquent’ behavior }n

certain- subgroups.

*

-

-

Mother’s level of education shows a pattern' of re-lationship
s:ma.la.r to that. presented for income, That is, mothers with low
educat:.on have a greater proport:;.on of "mo'st del:mquent" 'ch:.ldren,
however, mothers tlw::.th high educat:.on have a greater proportion of
ch:.ldren “with moderate to moderately high levels of dehnquency. The

relat:.onshlp . however 5 18 s:.gn:n.ficant only on the .08 level.’

" Both rac1a1-ethn1c group membersh:.p and :mcome level are sig~

na.flcantly related to del:mquent behavior as reported in the survey.

L4

In. this :Lnstance, too, we are interested in. 1solat:|.ng the effect of .

o

- each, Table A 1i preSents the "Most Delinquent" category for each
income level. ‘ ' T

A S . . .

-




0o
R
=

I

R . 1

. Income Level v
"/ B ) (gr%gr N (l(f)go- (7&3&-\«; (1((31%00-' (0523 \7 -
. ooo) 7800) 10 soo) 15,500) 15,500) - N |
White . 6.7 . 9.1 _; 6.8 5.6 k.9 bho e
Black 13.2 18.9 7.7 20.0 iqo. 0 95
Spenikh 8.6 5‘.6» 5.6 0:0 . 197
: ‘Nel23  N-276  Ne9O N=78 . N=165 ° .. .
i‘or mc'cme' level (1) X5%=9.7 - a.£.=8. ’p' “ws. d
| For Tneome level (2) x2—19 o a.£.=8 p<'.o'1

4 (Test of significance performed on the total distr:.bution of delinque t

‘ Interestingly, whlle ‘the trend is similer, the relationship between

‘meble AL . L _ oy

- .. ..Percent of "Most Dels,nquenﬂ’ Ch:l.ldren for - | .

Each Raclal-Ethm.c Group within Income Tevels

behavior involv:.ng 5 levelf of intensity).- '
The associa tion “oe’cween ethnic group. membership a.nd delinquent.

.-f.‘.\‘
behavior even after the effeqt of income 1e¥el is removed is evident
in the above table. Howe‘vcr, ‘because of low cell frequenc:.es of the

Black and SPam.sh groups in the three upper most categomes of income, -

a s:Lgnlfa.cance test could not be. performed for those income 1evels

ethn_ic_ group membersh:.p end delinquency does fiot. reach sign:.f:.ce.nce “
'on"the lowest income level. While somewhat 'Jjﬁeited because of methodd- |
logical cons:.dera.tions , the above table clea.rly :Lnd:Lca.tes that the
removal of :.ncome 1eve1 as & determ:mant of del:v.nquent beha.vior in no

|
wey era.dicates rac:xal—ethn:.c group differences., -

-~
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A coamplementary wéfkup" was done to. seé whether, ihdeed racial-

e’chnic group membershlp is so dominant a factor as to "wash out”

]

the effect of any or a.ll of tpe other sociodemograph:.c V&r:.ables. :
.‘Table A 12 briei‘ly summa.rizes the relationship of each of the ‘relevent

'demo%aphlc vamahles to del:.nq_uent behavioxr w:.thin ,;cacia.l-,ethmc groups.
.‘/‘. e . .

. Table A 1? . .
Signif:.cance of Rela.t:.onshlp between I‘ou.r Sociode.mographic Measu.res -

! a_nd_ . .
~Delinqu.en‘c Beha.vior within Racial-Ethnic Groups » c)

Number of Resi- Mother's’ - Number 9f Chil-
Income . dential Moves . Education drén in Family
(1-5) _ (1,2,3,4+) (1,2,3) ©  (1,2,3-k4,5+)

White  p< L006 - p< .02 n.s. n.s.

. . - ° . N . N ) N
Blagk ‘ n.ss -~ ‘N,B, - n.s. " NeB.
Spenish - n.s. o< .05 n.s.  p< .0l

The information across the four demographic measures furtfhery

a

substantiates the observation that for "Bla;cks r’a.cigl—ethi;ic group

membership overshadows the differgnces in socioeconomic and other

demographic measures. Not co for|Whites or Spanish.in which casesy

. ' . l
- these variables do contribute to ithe explenation of delinquency.
L~ . o * ‘

14, Tt should be nated that the Blacks present a wider range of

income levels and mSther ] eﬁuca‘cion than the Spanish. They are

'approx:imately equally distrﬂbuted in terms of fa.mily size. The

Spa.h:.sh do present a w:.der ra.nge in residential moves,
. : . . re
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The pattern which evolveS§ in terms of the relationship between
sociodemographic measures and delinquent behaV1or 15, overall, similar
A.to that described abowe for "official delinquent—criminal records.
In both cases racial—ethnic group membership piays a'dcminant roie and :
the interaction between racial-ethnic group and other demographic variables
is alike., Notably, however, Black middle-income childx‘?p whose rate
of Mother reported delinquent behavior is eomparable to that of their
e ,~  Vnite end Spanish claés.counterparts heve a relatively higher rate of
| publically known %elinquency. ' , , .".
Although some earlier studies of self-reported delinquency?have
" alluded to differences between Whitea and Non—Whites, o;erall they !
propose that self-reported delinguency as opposed to "official" delin- |
‘ quency is unrelated to soclodemographic‘characteristics. The analysis
presented ebove suggests that sociodemographicArariables are signifi-
cantxy assoclated with surve§ repoirted delinéuent behavior. It further
helps in distinguishing those characteristics'éhich predict both self- -
reported and official delinquency from those which rereal a}gaﬁi How =
much of the discrepency eamong these predictors should be accounted for
by the mother's (uninformed)-renort and to what extent it.reveals
- a differential ethnic treatment by the agencies will be better apssessed
after the nature of the official delinquent behavior will be examined

and.taken into account.




. number of children, cohesiveness of

" have received a great deal of ati

STRUCTURAL AND BEHAVIORAL CHARACTERISTICS OF.
THE TAMILY AND ANTTSOCEAL mvion |

¢ . . . J ' ) ‘,
. . v [ : ‘

Strucfm'al and, :mterpe:csona.l chg.récter:isties of the i‘amilm as &

unit, most notably, broke;n homes 5. absent gfa‘bhers ’ mother‘s employment,

& -

e family a.nd pa.rental qua.rreln.ng.
\

tion in deilinquency resea.rch.1 Two

[

prominent conceptual . themes derl:n.e the interpretation of their
relationship to delinquent behawvior. - One emphasilzes the :importance of .

noymative controls and fﬁei;' internalization. Following this v:tew,

_ parental superv:i.sion end. its rela.tionship to stab:r.l:i.ty‘ of- the famil;y

.

union, number of children in the Pemily, mothex's employment outside / :

th'é ‘home and. cohesiveness of the family become focal predictive

. measures of del:mquent behavior.l? A second conceptusl. theme relies

more on the emotn.onal ahnosphere and the quality o‘f modellng. Accord~
ing to this vlew broken ‘homes, for exa.mple s &xe not in a.nd of them-

selves etiologically importent; ro.ther,-'thebr present a symptom associated

15. While "control theory" took & more cohceptua.l‘ form in F.I. Nye,

Fomily Relationships and Delinquent Behevior (Wiley: New York, 1958),
the Giueckn in their pioneering study hed already put much emphasis

on this issue. Indeed, supervisioh and cohesiveness of femily are two

of the five items on their predictivé teble. See Sheldon Glueck and

Eleanor Glueck, Uhraveling Juvenile Delinquengy. (Cembridge; Haxvard

University Press, 1950); pp. 112-115..
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o7 - - with or a vamant of poor family rels.tionshlps. The 're‘searcnei*s ’-

involved. promde for a canparison betWeen broken homes ahd qwrel-

broken and quarrelsane famlmes a.re s.lmila:c:ly aseociated with cra.m:u.nal

behavior and. properly' tr.eated as of & kind, Quarrelsome fam:Ll:Les, -

hOWever, Seemk'ﬁo heve & greater :umnedzate disrupti've effect as com-
~ pa.red to 'broken fa.m::.].'l.es—l6 Whether structura.l or inter;personal
chamacteristics of the fmly -are brought into :t‘ocus (ox a canbination
. thereof) the emphas:xs is always on the effect of mtrafami:lial
processes. ' ) . , S - | _
Some studies s while putting 1ess emphasa.s on the family as a |
' system of I’eC:LPJ:'OC&l interaction, examine ca.reiully the role 6f the -
oo pa.rents,. Mq,st attention has been/pai& to the a.dverse effect Jof anti~
| soc:l.al fathers. Robins (l96h) suggests tha.t father 5 ant:Lsocial
béhav:lor is indeed g° dom;tnant factor and when corttrolled for, other
Asocia.l elass~related differences considerably lbse their importa.nce
C « &s predictors of, the child's Puture a.ntisocial behavior.. However, the
| " guthor does not pursue the ana:l;ysis to the point, ‘ei‘ interpreting or -
accmmting' for this 'relationehﬁ.p. .Is 4t due "to,the extent: of frus~
) : .. tration sﬁ:t‘fere"ci»by' the ch:t_ld.j:'en?' Ta it the result of direct :cein-.

-

. '160 I;eIoQNye, OE‘ Ci‘bo, Pe h6u B.nd J MCCord, Origing Of @ri’tne

~(New York: Columbie University Press, 1959) differentiate the effect
o ' of broken vs. guaryelsome homes on-juvenile vs. adult eriminality.

long term ﬂdult criminality. . B T

L]

4, ‘somes 'but 1ﬁt’é.et familles. Their results generally indica.te that 3 ’:’M- o

LY

:B:cok.en homes, it :ﬂsuggestea, bea.r greater dmporta.nce in terms of «.
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:t‘orcement or of role model:mg? Are there any other social p‘ychologlk
cal processes involved? | ‘ - ' ‘

. In the following analysis we will review tywelve ;'am:tlial measures
'and their relat:xonship to 'both pubhcly recorded -and. mother-«reported

; delinquent behanor. These ‘measures :melude structural characterzs-

© ties of the fam:rly as well as & set of dimensions representing distinct '

| aspects of, the ma.rital relatmonship and of the pare‘nts physical—emm

“$ional health. Using this im‘.‘ormation the distinct a.nd connnon predic-
“. tors of publicly knom a.nd mother—-reported delinquent behavior will
be ident:rfied. it will then be possible to reassess the :lmporta.nce

‘of familzal va.riables and the dynam:.cs through which they 1nfluence ’
r’<’\:.=‘\—~.l

‘.del:mquent criminal behavior. | ' ', - St LT
Gl;ﬁdren raised by both. the:w natural parents have a considerably

V" lower frequency of %ﬁn deln.nquency/cr iminality than thoSe brought up
by one or neither of their natural perents,  This relationship -
. !,il ‘/,‘/k, v . l"__ . . ‘.

odble B1 - - \1

Percentage of Study Children with Dehnquent/Cr:iminal Record by

N\:unber of Np.tural Pa.rents in Household

. . NonNatwrel . - One Netural  Both Naturel
- Parents -7 __Parent : Parents N
No Delinquewt 83.3 79.0 . 9.1 - 635
' Criminal Record N ‘ o
Delinquent .  16.7 . 210 9.9 o7
' Criminal Record ‘ ‘

N=2k N = 205 N = 503
2 =156 * . p< LOOL | .

Ty
. A

. w
—
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« " remains sig;nificant when, due to the sme.ll' nuniber in the ! 'no na,tural
- / -parents" group, a dichotomy is essumed between those rg,ised by both N
- ' .' ’ pemen’cs and those raised by one or- none_, Natural mothers report of
a their ch::.ld.renSbehav:v.or substantn.ates the relationshlp reflected in
a.gency data. In the case of child.ren in the "‘no natural parents" '
group > the female gua.rdlan regorted less de].‘tnq_uency on the pa.rt of
their children as campared with the:Lr representa.tion in a.gency da.ta..~
o It is possible that such guardians (nnclud:l.ng adop'l,n.ve parents.) are

relatively moi'e reluctant to reecognize and report their children's

b 3»5

delinquent behavior.*® Nevertheless, when a dichotomy is assumed between ch:.ld.ren f

-

Tabie B 2

a

. -

Percentage of Ch:le.ren at Different Categorn.eu o:f

Delinq_uent Behavior by Netural Parents '

No Natural

.

" One Natural
Parent

Both Natural
Parents N

Delinguent
Behavior -’
None

Iow |

.. Moderate

_Moderately High

Parents

45.8
37.5
0.0

12.5

b2

. 2h9 .

27.8
234
12,2
1.7

37.2

16.4

Y
| 6.6

* 30.6°

Most ‘Deiing_uent

x2 = 22.7

, N =24
"d.f. =8  p< .003

= 205

26
253.
133
.
- 58

= 503
\

brought up by both parents and the others the rela.tionsh:.p as rei’lected

\“.Ln survey date remains significant X2

5

0.9 p< .02,

-

.
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The above relationship is congruent with previods findings from .

bo't;h. studles of publicly" recorded and. of self—reported dehnquency. It

‘ »n

should be noted that in this sample 22 3% of the White cha.ldren, hl%
of the Spanish and 52.6% of the Black chlld.ren were brought up without
one or both na_tura.l pa.ren'l;s.

If presence of both naﬁu‘al pa.rents and femily stability are

:therently of :mpor’ca.nce R ‘che:.r effect should be s:u.m::.la.rly reflected

N

in the various: ethnie groups. This, however, is not the case, Table B 3

»

wh:l.ch summarizes the relat:.onsh:.p for both a.gency recorded and survey
repor'ted behavior indicates that the Spanish chlldren are most affected /.

by thefather's absence while the Blacks azme the least affected. Tt is

suggested that such va.r:l.a‘c:.on among groups reflects differences in the

»
‘role of the father a.nd, moreover,

g e

in the sanctions associated with his

absence in various groups.

L.
’

Teble B 3

AT A
~

Significance of.Relationship between Number-of

Na..’c.ural Parents in the.Household and Delinquency .

.
~

b

“Blacks N.S.; Spenish p< .OO‘Z.

by Ethnic-Racial Group -

-

39

consldered, the relationships reach the :f‘ollowing levels~

. SEa.nish‘

r_Whit.es Blacks
- Del:inq_uent/Crminal N.S.* N.S. 1< .03
¢ Recoxd . . ' q
SN . Delinquency as < .06 N.8. < .05
" repor{:ed by mother :
' : % This relationship approa.ches significance, When'o’cher 8ibs -are P

Whites p<.02;
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Eight dimensions representing distinct. aspects of the marital
relationship as well as the parents' physical and emotional health, \
were examined for their relationship to the acquisitmon of a criminal
'record and to delinquent antisocial behawior a8 reported in the survey.
AScores on these factors were obtained for the tlme of the first and the

second interview five years later. In this discussion we will fgcus

on the relationship observed when Time I meaaures.are used to predict

later behavior. "It is expected-that the correlations with Time I .
_measures will be weaker than those with Time ll measures Which reflect .

a more current view of the familial traits. However,'these correla~ -

tions thron light on the "signals" which forecast later fntisocial

vehavior in its various forms.. Where Time II measurement provides

new information or deviates from “he pattern observed with the Time I

" data, it will be noted.

4 o Aw

Since the scores on these factors represent continuous variables,, .
¢ .

the Pearson product mement correletion was used to determine association
and the t-test for a correlation to determine significance. Of the
eight factors, one was not predictive of either survey reported or
officially recorded delinquent behamior and was hence omitted fram the
table. While five factors are predictive of dclinqucnt antisocial ' .

behavior as reported in the survey and three of dclinquent/criminal ‘
_* record, only one -~ unhappy marriage -- ic pimiitaneously related to -

both on the level of first order correlations. ﬁhen Time II measures

are con81dered the overlap is samewhat greater in that the mother's .

emotional end physical health is alsd (inversely)correlated with

delinquent/crimina.l r.ecord ' ‘
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Table B 4

«

Correlations of Famtlial-Parental Factors with Delinquent,

* Violent Behavior and with Official Delinguent/Criminal Record . .
. A B . Mother's D ~E F G L
3 , T . Physical & Unlei- Husband ‘ , -
¢ ‘Isolated  Unhappy  Emotional surely Parents I11- and Traditional -
o - R Parents Marriage Health* Parents. Quarrels Withdrawn - Marriage *
i . . , . . N ﬁ ]
. Delinquent N.S. % r= ,15 r= ,16  N.S. r=,13%"  r=.,13 . r= ,1_1 ,k
." BehaViOI' . . _:f‘ SOL. oool s.Lo 3001 S.L. .001 SDL: .001 S L Ol >
'S_ca.le ) - . : ) ~
. yViolemt-/'! . - W.S. r= .09  r=.,2 W.S. r =19 N.S. * r=.16
_ Behavior. \i«- } ', & S.L. .01 S.L. .001 .+ S8.L. .001L R S.L. .00l
Scale'*‘v"*' ‘:;.»:'"" - : . , ,
) Deli.'nq_uent/‘ . r: .lo r = .']-6 . Noso 2 r = .16 NoSo | NoSo Noéo (X2 iSSi
Criminal s.L..01 S.L. .00l ) S.L. .001 . ) nificant p< .0

: Record

* Correlation indicates an inverse relationship.

The overall pattern of rela.tionship sti'ongly_ suggests that the
familial 'char%.ctei'istics sho:u.ld be considered as consisting of two
’ ' subsets -; ‘one reflecting the family as a unit vis-a-vis the laxger -
social system and the other focusing on mtrai‘am111al processes. The
latter, in particular,- the mother s poor emot:.onal and pl%zys:.cal
3 hea.lth the father's 11_1 health and la.ck of :anolvement in the fa.mlly,
a.nd a quarrelscme confllctlve rela.’fﬁ“/shlp prov:n.de the emotiona.l mlheu
:Ln which delinquent behavior ‘is most Tikely to develop. The former,

tha.t is, the family's isolation fram the la.rger social group, its

O - 41
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lack of informal or formal contactsl! and to scme extent its exclusion

from all forms of social participation predicts the eventual develop-
ment of "social" problems and of the children's recruitment into
criminal careers. "Unhappy Marriage" which basically lumps extren;e
persona%7 and social als.,atlsfactlon predicts both18 ' *

) .gAs%pa,rt of the overall longltudlnal study a proflllng technlque
(us:Lng Hlera.rchlcal Cluster Analysis) was used so as to 1dent1:f‘y types‘

of femilies. " Nine demographlc va.rlables , eight @arental-famlllal

factors and five parent-child relationship factors (which will be

discussed in detail later) were entered into the analysis. All . (

variables Were standardized so that none was differentiaj_‘ly ’weighted

by its varia.nce; A glven type had to present at least a .25 standard

deviation unit discrepancy on a factor from the total sample mean for

that factor to be included in the characterlzatlon. -The resulta.n%

seven family types are presented in Table B 5 with their corresponding

§

17. Thé dimension u.nderl&ing the i:actor "Isolated Parents' represents
lack of persona,l-infermal contact outside the hame. The dJmenslon
labeled"Unleisurely Pa.rents"represents lack of participation in any
erga.nized activity eutside the home as wel%l as lack of ‘involvement in
any activity which would reinforce one's social identification. IList

of items included in Appendix B.

" 18. This factor ‘represent‘s extreme marital and personal dissatisfaction

"
as well as dissatisfaction with one's social position and antisocial

behavior on the part of the father.

3
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frequencies of 1) delinquent-criminal z:ecord, 2) "most delinquent"
as reported in iﬁterview, 3) "most violént" as i'eported 1n :{ntérview.
Teble B 5 'on page 41 will be snalyzed in three stages. In the
first stage we Wlll focus on the distribution of delindguent criminal
records among the various family types. It Twa.s indieated above that
the best single predictors of official.deiinquent-criminal record
(discounting ré.cial—etlmic group and economic status) are the degree
‘o‘f.isole.f:ion and lack of social-leisure time-particiﬁation in
activities oriénded toward the larger society. We have also noted |
earlier that the father's ebsence may account for greater pressure
and social estrangement. The above .distribution of delinguent ci'iminal
records reflects the effect of specifically such forces. The families
ty'peci as "Black Iow Status Traeditional" have a considerably more - |
- favoreble average score on émo'ti?nal intrafamilial v'a.rie..ble’ when
compered to the "Spanish Welfare" t&pe or the racially mixed "Iow
Status Single Parents", yet they share with them an elevated score on
"isolation" and "unleisurely parents". These three family types (B,
E, and F) vhich present the ilighest frequencies of officie.i records
also have the lowest number of natural parent.s with the, exception of
femily type C in which this characteristic is dominant. Family type C
is indeed the next highest in terms of "official” delinquent criminal
records. | o '

The frequency of "most delinguent" types, with the exception of

the "Black Traditional Family", reflects the impact of quarrelsame

2
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o pred.:.ctors of deln_nqu.ent beha.v::.or. : T o .

u parents and of the mother's pobr emo‘ci(I)na'l—p]frys:'Lca.l~ health (see

-

types A, E; and F) Both characteristics were identified above. as

(
Interest:.ngly enough, with the except:.on o:ﬁ‘ the "Wh:!.te d.:.scordanﬁ?*? g

families", dehnquen‘c—a.n‘clsoca.al behevior as reported for the various

family ty'pes is, although lower, consistent with ’chelr representatlon

‘}":

in officially known dehnquency-crmlnahty. The fact that the
children frm "White affluent discordent femilies" with a high rate _

L
of survey reported delinquency do not become officilal delinquents is

-yet to be 'exp'lainegi‘.‘ In part, the'expla.na‘cion may lie with a society

which diseriminates in their favor. It could also be that while

_equally disfunctional as members-of society they are placed earlier a.rk

under closer supervision and treatment. ‘Fina,lly, it might be that

while equally "active" as budding delinquents there”is for them =--

outside the home -- more incentive toward later social conformity.

- A1l of the above will be exemined in future analysé¢s identifying the

various paths leading to entisocial behavior.

"\ I

: The relative frequency of "most violent" children ixd the various
famil; txpeé' further emphasizes the effect. of &is'cordant—-qual.rrelsame
homes (see fam:xly type A‘and Fj Children not razsed by their natural
parents and who have not been in the cont:muc»us care of thelyr x;lother

(Type C) also have a relatively high frequency in the “most violent"
category.
; In sum, the three measures of delinquent violent behavior

indicate that children in the "Low Status Single Parent' femily type

40 -
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" are both severely delinquent and highly violent. These children also
exhiﬁited the wors£ degree of emoéional impairment at TimeAI,
Children frch the "Black Traditional” énd "Spanish Welfare" family
’ types have a high survey reported and p6liée'recofded rate of
delinqnéncy. They do not however, have & high rate of "most violent"
-children; It remains to see whether the rqlative.lack of vﬁOlent

behavior reported for them in the survey is reflected in the types

of crime they engage in,

B
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PARENT-CHIID RETATTONSHIP AND ANTISOCTAL BEHAVIOR
Parent;z.l affectiorn and modes of diécipline have long been the

axes around which psychological expla‘nationsl of aggressive antisocial
sbehavior have revolved.. Whether a frustration }a.ggressmion' model is
Aem?‘léyed or a more éenere.l psychoanalytic view which emphasizes the

» ‘effect of emotional'depr':i..va.tion, there is almost complete unanimity
regarding the relationship of parental coldness to aggressive eriminal
behavior on the part of 'the.chil'dren.l9 Modes of di.scipline. are to
same extent more explicit and should thus be generally more accessible
to docinnente.tio;g. The l,re‘sulni.:s however are less -consistent. The Giuecks
found that over‘strict discipline is an important predictor of del:jnquency.
McCord and McCord report that, given cold parents, a punitive but con-
sistent discipline is less harmful than an erratic or a lax pattern of
disciplining., L. Robins reports an even more extreme finding, namely,
that children of coi.d, stern pa.rerits have a pa.rticula.zﬁy low rate of

antisocial behavior. It is aéumed, however, that corporal punishment

is exc Iuded. . : .

19. A Bandura and R.H. Walters, Adolescent Aggression .(N.Y. Ronald

_ Pres‘s, 1959) emphasize the importance of cold rejecting fathers in the
development of aggressive behavior. The literature on delinguents
(primarily boys) either ascribes more importance to the moi':hers' cold,
rejecting attitude or attributes equal importance to such behavior on

s the part of both father and mother. (For former see McCord, McCord and
Zola op cit. pp. 104-123; for latbter see F.I. Nye op cit. pp\. 69;76).

e
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- I The ebove noted.studies of delinguent-antisociel behavior compared
delinguents with controls in terms of efiotional.ties and patterns of
. discipline. A few, such as Nye, stup.ied a sample of adolescents from
the' general population. Thus, in éeneral, their conclusions identify -
: .pa.ren‘ca.l ‘behe.viorA {.}hich is correlary with delihq_uency‘ but do not
claxrify to what extent such a’c’_citudes end forms of behavior have long
term, causal importence. | | ,

For the purposes of this study, 81 questionnaire itemgcregarding |
the mother's and the father's attitudes as we]_l as forms of interaction
with the child were factor analyzed, Of the five factors, or dimensio_h-s ’
vhich were extracted, three focus on the mother's "‘pehe.vior and two

. involve both paﬁcents . In the following e.ne.lysis Year I scores on
these factors are examined for their relationship to delinquent and
violent behavior five years later a.nd.’co the adolescent's crlmina.l
v recox"d. K |
Overall, this set of independent variesbles plays a major role in
explaining later antisocial-violeh‘c behavior. This is evident both
from the fact that each dimension is rela.‘ced o one or mdxe aspects
of the dependent var:n.able a.nd from the streng{:h of the correlations,
same of which, :Lnd;lw.dually, explein -- in spite of their ;.ongltudlnal .
nature -- six percent of the variance in delinquent/criminel behavior.
'Of the five dimensions of pa.rent-c'hild: rele.tionships, two ("Parents
| Cold" and "Mother Excitable-Rejecting") are related simulteneously to | .

violent and to delinguent behavior as reported in the survey. Parental
%
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 coldness represents the father's (or father figure's) and the mother's
ack of overt a\fi‘gct:ion to the child' iE invo,'l.ves a degree of resent-

ment a.nd indifference a.nd is cou;pled w:u.th an at’c%mpt to a.vo:.d the

‘ *  child. The "Excltable-Reaect:.ng" d:unension sta.nds for the mother's

.

inconsistent manner in ha.ndling the child a.nd h_er occasional out-

bursts of screaming as well a.s.more direct forms of aggressi n.
Interwoven in this dimension are the mqther’s ambivalence toward, and
diseppointment in the child (fox.' list of items, see Appendix'B). .
Both the indifference exhibited in the former d}nension and the

:anons:.stent but rejecting a.’c’c:.’cude cha.rac’cer:.zmg the la‘c’cer provide

ma.ximum grounds for the accumuletion of frustra.‘c:.on a.nd, particularly

at an eaxrly age block the ch:n.ld's natural tt\zne}encies toward d.epend.ence.20

Y oy

I’c should be noted that when date collected at the same po:mt 't;lme
is examinedf‘ (Time II) an additional significant :anremen‘c in the \ )

relationshlp is observed. Moreover, the specific deleterious efféct L

4 v

is further cla.r:.f:.ed, namely, the greater relationship of "coldnesi:
N

w:Lth delinquent behavior and of the "excitable" (given to a.ggress:we
outbursts) to violen‘c ‘behavior. When examined, concurren‘cly "coldness"

alone accounts for over twelve percent of the ‘variance in delinquent
. : : : . /
behavior (in its nonsta.ndﬂ.rd.izéd form "coldness" accounts for .

*

<

20. For a dmscuss1on~ef the\ rela.tionshlp between gra.t:.flca‘cion of
early dependency needs a.nd the ‘development of aggress:wc beha.w.or,

see A. Bandurs and R. Walters, op. cit.
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Teble C 1
. a, . o - . )
Relationship (2) of Tive Parent-Child Dimensions with .
Violent-Behavior, Delinguent-Behevior and

Delinguent/Criminal Record

-

Mother ' Mother Mother

Parents Traditional- Parents « (Non)Supportive- Exciteble~ .
Cold Restrictive Punitive ' %  Directing ~ Rejecting -
b c ’ : ' o :
. Ti( )r = ,13 Ty r= (J).ll( ) T r=.15 Ty r = (-) .08 Ty r = .20
VIOIENCE  -"s,L. .00l S.L. .0l ' S.L. .001 . S.L. .00l - S.L. +001
SCAIE . J
To r = .23 To r=(-) .11 T, r = .23 T, r = (-) .10 To & = .32
S.L. .00l S.L. .0l S.L. .001 s.L. .01 . S.L. .00Ll |
. ( ' . A ’ ‘ ‘
' Ty x = .26 Ty r'= .02 Ty r=.03 TLr=.06 Ty ro= oAb
gﬁﬂ%ggm s.L. .001  N.8. N.S. WS, - Y8.L. .0O0L
SCAIE T, r = .35 T, r = .02 T r= .04 T2r=.ll} T, r = .23 |
~ %g,1. .00L 2N.s. 2y.8. S.L. .OOL - “S.L. .00L .
. \\ '
i Ty r = .07 Ty r = .21 Ty r = .0 Ty r = .14 Ty r = .05
© DELINQUENT N.S. s.i. .ool N.S. (X S.L. .001 N.s.
CRIMINAL ’ is significant) .
RECORD T, r = 07 T, r = .16 T, r = .09 T, r=.3 - T r= ,04
' U Toys. %s.1. .00l S.L. .0l S.L. .00l ’N.s.
’ ]
(8) pearson ,Product Moment Correlations. i

| Ty. X =-cquérheé:‘LétQii‘oLn&:‘?etszgen;Tme 1 score on lfarental behavior and Time 2 score on ch;tld ‘
Tp r = correlation between Time 2 score on perentel behavior and on child behavior.

(c) (-) indicates en inverse relationship.
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17% of the veriance); "Excite.bilif%j" accounts for over 10% of the
variance in violent behavior. If these relationships had reached
significance 6nly in Time II there%would have been place for speculation

that they reflect the parents'’ reaction to their children's delinquent

violent behavior. However, the stability of these predictors indicates

-~

their ‘importa.nce in forecasting such behavior as well es their relevance-
well beyond the "formaetive years". =

A nplmitivgn treatment, which in this context represent‘s severe .—

i

- physical punishment by mother and/oi' father as well as deprivetion of i

privileges, is also highly sigriificé.ntly related to later violent -
behe.vior.‘ As such, theée results strongly demonstre.t'e that when overt
aggressive punishment is relied upon, it in turn is learned and el\_nployed
in dealing with coni‘liot situations. Th/e data further ind;i.ee.te that
such a.ggréssivwe modes of "strictness" are related to bfficial delin-
quency/criminality’.

The Ension "Mother Traditional Restrictive" is inversely

related to violent behgvior and directly related to the acquisition of a

delinquent criminal record: This dinension represents the mother's

detachment from current information (and values) concerning children
and youth, It also implies a lack of jinterest in amy exchange concern-

ing ohe's ¥hildren., Along with this attitude is coupled an extremely

" repressive mode of handling one's 'chiid_ren: they allow no sexual

curiosity, never reason with child, view themselves as stricter than

-their own parents, and prefer their children to be ﬁ'quiet and well

-
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behaved”. When the child does express £rus*§3;§tion he meets with ’_~ K

scolding 'and/or evoidance, A ﬁégree of detachment fram current values
regexrding child reéring might be expected in some immigrent. groups
(particularly from "traditiona.l" countries). When s'uch detactment is

associated with highly res’crn.c:blve and samewhg.’c repressive treatment

; N
N 1

it leads ;O the ch:n.ld's 1ack Of 1dentifica/clon Wi'th the p&ren‘t a.nd
to the dlsflacanen‘h of ™ a/ngressiorL L o K

feble C 2 T ~
Percentage of, Sﬁudyf-{gyildren wi‘bh/w:'i.thout

DeJ_‘i.ﬁquen’c-Crimihal Records by’ \( -

Mother Traditional-Restrictive . N

Mother Traditional Restrictive

t

. Child's’ | .
Delinguent/
Criminal - .
Record - , S
L - Low - Medivm High N
A . '
No Record . 95.3 - - 87  78.8 635
Record | . b7 15.3 21.2 97
. N=276 . N=215 w2l
xe. =. 3105 dof- = 2 P< .30001 !

.

‘As indicated in Teble C 2, when the continuous variable "Mothei'_v
Ti-aditionalaRestrictive" As div:lded into three )ca..‘cegories (low = up to
hé.lf S.D. above the mean; Medium = between- half .S.D. beic«w and. above
the mean; High = more than half S.D. below the mean --- 16wer scOreg

4

represent more of this dimension) the relstionship is linear.




¢

. Criminal Record

.“:7/’5 < -3

. B . PR N
.. .
. 8 s ' .
- . N . . o sty A t
.- . S N . .
. .
R . .
. .

In the QVerall factorial solution Wthh encompassedm items
“ M v

deal:mg with pa.rent-ch.n.ld relatn.onships "Mo"éher Tradmtional-ﬁestrlc- C0

tive“ anid "Mother. Sup;portive-Dlrect:We" Were ex‘cracted as d.ist.mct R
\orthogonal fa.ctors. Yet in the enelysis under disaussslon Mothc;r

(Non- )Supporta.ve-mrect:we and Mother~ Traditional—-Restric“bive pre.aent

an identicel pattern 6f relationship to ‘v.kolent , crimimal 'beha.v:Lor.

. The Supportn.ve-Directj,ve d:imension reprfasents the Mother’s ’c.endency to

attend £0 the ch:le's fruétratlons » they respond w:Lth a, show of

a.f:f’ect:.on, d::.stract:.on or verbal tliscuss:mn. It also 1nvolves & degree’ ”..

of accepta.nce a.nd an attempt 4o deal with t‘he child's rebell:.ousness.
[ 3

‘As in the case of "Mother Restrictive" the "hon/ support:.vé' mothers who

repress the child's frustra’cion seem to_ foster a dlsplacement of the

aggression. The fact that this dimension which is considerably 1ese :

n

e e

SR .- cmhblec 3 ,
\

. Percentége of Study Children With/Without

D,elinquent Criminal Records by Mother Supportive-Directing

%

Chlld's Dellnquent/ ' -
Mother Supportive~Directing

% s

Yo Recotd - ée.s , :187'.‘1 “ o
| Record : . 7.2 St 1209 | 8.0 '
8 11+ a.f, =2 . p<.0L . .

related to cultural-ethnic differ'enceé‘ is congruent with the effect
_of "Mother Traditional-Restrictive" indicates that, indeed, & major

- ’ -
. °

‘ . . . . .. v . .
,' ! 53 ‘," ’ '
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.
impairment. in the relationship with the mother is of crucial impcrtance
in the development cf viclént/criminal behavicg;5;This should be
emphasized inasmuch as -studies of aégressive bcﬁcwior heve ofté% )
stressed the importance of impairment of relationship with the father
and have appeared to suggest, that the mother-child relationship .was
at best accepting and at worst overly permlsgivc.zl In(part the ‘
importance of the mother'o attitude and behav1or surfaced in this
study because of the large number of famllles in which the moth?r
plays a major role. Given this situation, the mother' 5 attitude
and behavior are highly predictivc of Iater vﬁoient behavior and of

the child's delinquent criminal careef.

-
21. See Bandura et al., op. cit.. o4
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Time I queStionnaire, we're 'factor analyzed.

.~ ena vhich we are try:mg to predict.

y i
¥

 CHTTDHOOD ANTECEDENTS OF ANTISOCIAL BJmAV‘IOR

-

In order to abstract concep’cual]y meanlng:t‘u.ll and s’sable d:unen-
sions of c]nld behavior, 22_1 1fcems concern:.ng child behavior from the
The factbrial -rsolu'tion

identified 18 dlstlncsfg dimensions of child behavior (See Appendix B)

The bas:Lc common denom:.nators 5 O ea.rly mgnals s ‘of both later del:.n-

-quency and violent '.behava.or are confllc’c w1th pa.rents", "f:Lgh’c:,ng" .

)

"eonflict with sibs" ) self-des-bructlveness , and "non-compulswl’cy"

(see Table’ D 1).. Fight:mg, confllct with Sle and, to some extent

conflict with pa.rents are closely conceptua.lly related. to the phenom-

Nevertheless, the fact that Time I

L

hieaéﬁres are so highly related to Time II dellnquen’c-v—.l.olent behavior

:md:Lcates the .stability of such behav:Lor. The 'reI_Lationsh'j.p found

between "non-compulsw:rby" a.nd pa.rtlcula.rly, "self-destructive

[y 1.4

tendenc:Le‘s" with later v:uolent-dellnquent_ behavior is of prime
; .

importance in that it reveals early symptoms which are not at face

value associated with later antisocial behavior. "Self-destructive-
b 4

’

‘ness", it appea.fs, is a double edged knife associated also with

: {riolence‘ towa.rd others,

_ identified, thJ.s clus’cern.ng of predlctors strongly suggests that »

The dimersions which are related exclusively to' later violent

behavior vare: " "Sex Curiosity" "Regressive Anxiety", "Traiming

leflcultles , "Demandingness"; and "Repetitive Motor Behaw.or

Whlle further analy51s is necessa.ry before the dynamlcs :mvolved are

f

.
3
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that violent behavior is associated with.cérly fears and deep-seated

-

emotional conflicts.
"Of the four factors associated with delinquent/criminal record,
one, "Mentation Pfoblems", should be emphasized. While in no way

the only path to official delinquency, children with early mentation

problems (e.g. difficulties with mémory, concentration, speecﬁ, etc.)

actualry account for a considerable volume of known delinquency.

’ in the above analysis the most important Social, familial and
psychologicai prediétors of delinquent and violent behavior have been
reviewed. While there are several domindnt predictors of antisocial
behavior their interrelationship and their relative weight varies
among subgroups of the popula@ion. It is therefore necessary to
construct and test at least two major causal paths to account for
the development of antisocial behavior. Violent behémior appears-tg
be associaﬁed with.a relatively distinct.set of predictors énd points
to-the importance of both early mother-child relationship gnd rein-
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Number
(In Percent)

Income

Poverty

(Under 4000)

Lower Incame

- (k000-7800)

Middle Income

('7800-10,500)

Upper Middle
~ Income
(20,500-15,500)

H:Lgh Income
(over 15,500)

¥ As measured at time of first interview.

-~ ]

Background. Information

APPENDIX A’

| Table I

.56

on Sample

of Children in the Family by Incame Level*

Number of Children

A}

One Two Three/Four  Five or More
1.k 23.6 43.1 ' 22,0 1008
(N = 123)
17.8 30.8 33.0 18,5 100
: . - (v = 276)
15.6  37.8 36.7 10.0 " 1004
' (¥ = 90)
28.2  lk4,9 23.1 3.8 © 1007,
S (W = 78)
20,6 L9.,1 28,5 - 1.8 - 1004 .
(W = 165)




White
. Black

Spanish é

Appendix A (Continued)
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Table II

X : -

Number of Children in the Family by

(In Percent)

.

One
Wh:il.te 22,7
Black 16.8
Spanish . 8.6

Recial-Ethnic Group Membership*

Number of Children

Two Three /Four Five or More
43.0 29.8° k.5

k.7 - 37.9 30.5 ¢
31.0 38.1 22.3

% Number of children as meagured at time of first interview. °

’

Table TII

L4

Income level by Racial-Ethhic Group 'Membership*

(In Percent)

Upper Middle

Poverty Lower Income Middle Income Income High Income
(Under L00O) (4000-7800) (7800-10,500)  (10,500-15,500) ~ (Over 15,500)
. 3.4 30.0 13.4 16,1 ~ 37.0
40,0 38.9 13.7 5.3 2.1
35.5 54,3 9.1 1.0 0.0
% Income level as measured at time of first interview. . '
. - N A 50 -

1009
(N =OZAO)
100%

(N = 95)
100%

(N = 197)%3

(ngoﬁho )

100%
(N = 95)

100% .
(v = 197)

)




